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October 22, 2007 - In this edition:

« The Damaging Effects of Local Immigration Enforcement
« Calling for Budget Responsibility in an Election Year
o« The Veto Holds, But the Fight forChi | dr e n

« Work Supports Make a Difference for NC Families

IMMIGRATION: How Local Enforcement Will Hurt Us All

If you knew something that could help catch a criminal, would you tell the
police if it meant you could lose your home and even custody of your
children? If a police officer came knocking at your door asking for information,
would you open it?

New proposals would have sheriffsdo «
immigration laws. This has the potential to hurt entire communities.

A Racial profiling i The proposal would allow law enforcement agencies to
check the i mmigration status of any
back to the day when it was acceptable for police to stop and question any
Asuspiomiokisng person, 0 which was cod

A Erosion of community trust i Even immigrants in the country legally will
hesitate to call police with important tips or to report crime if this proposal
becomes reality.

A Legal complexities i Any attorney will tell you, immigration law is
complicated. Properly implementing such a program will require extensive
training and oversight. I's this real

u TAKE ACTI ON: | f y 0 u Gimmigrantrrheterit, joon the
Campaign for a United America

. News 14 Carolina: ICE Seeks Partnership with Sheriffs

STATE BUDGET: Lucky Break Isn’t Free Pass

It looks like North Carolina lawmakers are getting a lucky break. State
revenues for this fiscal year are up just slightly more than expected. North
Carolina is faring better than other states that have been hit by the housing
slump or that rely heavily on sales tax revenue.

Thissmallbump in revenue doesné6t mean | 8
fix the tax system. | tdéds i mportant t
big spending increases or tax cuts.
wedre stildl h o p e feweduld JndeAmning thestax ceformme a s 1

process and be seriously detriment al
u  Justice Center: Fair and Adequate State Taxes

¢  Wilmington Star-News: St at e6s Revenues Excee

TOP

HEALTH CARE: Public Support for SCHIP is Strong

Sadly,theUSHouse failed to override Pres
funding the State Childrenés Health
Choice in North Carolina). However, large majorities of the public i both
Republicans and Democrats i still strongly support this expansion proposal,
and passage of a slightly modified compromise version is highly likely.

Now it is important for you to contact your representative and let them know
you want to see SCHIP expanded nearly four-million more children can get
health coverage.

u  Justice Center: NC Health Report i Veto Override Narrowly Fails, but
Fight Not Over for Children

t NC Policy Watch: Radical Right Reality Checkd The Press Release

You Didndét See on the Latest Poll
i Raleigh News & Observer: Editoriald SCHIPing Away
i New York Times: House Fails to Override Child Health Bill Veto
it CBSNews:Pol | More Back Dems in Kid

Check out the 2007 North Carolina Child Health Report Card from the NC
Institute of Medicine and Action for Children NC. The report finds that, in
some areas, things are getting better for Tar Heel children. But 20% of them
live in poverty and 13% are uninsured.

u  Action for Children NC: 2007 NC Child Health Report Card
t  Charlotte Observer: Editoriald Safe, Healthy Children

TOP
WORK SUPPORTS: Narrowing the “Hardship Gap”

Work-support programs play an importantroleinh el pi ng Nor t h
working families bridge the gap between low wages and basic living
expenses.

A new study from the Center for Economic Policy Research examined the
effectiveness of work-support programs such as the EITC, housing

assistance, food stamps, Medicaid/NC Health Choice, and child-care
subsidies. I't Il ooked at the i mpact t
which is the difference between what a family earns and what it takes to pay
essential bills.

The study found that these programsc ut t he mont hl y

for Tar Heels families. ltds proo
increased attention and support from state leaders. Moreover, the report
found that the federal EITC is the most effective program i a finding that
suggests the impact that North Carol

u  Center for Economic and Policy Research: Bridging the Gapsd A
Picture of How Work Supports Work in Ten States

u  Asheville Citizen-Times: Supports for Working Poor Fall Short in NC

t  Asheville Citizen-Times: Many Paychecks Stretched to Breaking Point
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