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Public Forum: The Right to Education

In 1994, five low-wealth school
districts filed a lawsuit against the
State of North Carolina. Their goal was
simple: to obtain a better quality
education for the children living in
their districts. The lawsuit, commonly
known as Leandro, resulted in the state
Supreme Court holding in 1997 and
again in 2004 that under the North
Carolina Constitution, all of the state’s
children are entitled to a sound basic
education.

The reach of the Leandro decision and
its full impact on public education in
this state remains to be seen. North
Carolina Community Advocates for
Revitalizing Education (NCCARE) has
joined Advocates for Children’s
Services, the North Carolina Justice
Center, and the UNC Center for Civil
Rights to sponsor community forums
to inform the public about the potential
changes to education under the
Leandro decision.

“Based on what I’ve learned about the
Leandro case,” says NCCARE
member Linda Virgil of Sharpsburg, “I
think that it paves the way for us to
make changes in our schools so that
every child receives a quality
education.”

Another NCCARE member, Carol
Batchelor of Rocky Mount, agrees.

“We have to take steps to prevent so
many students from being suspended
from school. How can a child receive
an education if he’s not allowed to
attend school and there are no
alternative programs available for him?”

NCCARE and its partners invite
parents, child advocates, and
community members to attend the next
Leandro information forum on March
18, 2006, from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm
at the OIC Office Building, 402 East
Virginia Street, in Rocky Mount.

The forum, Education Rights in NC:
What Your Child Deserves and How to
Get It, will examine how the rulings in
Leandro, the state’s school finance
lawsuit, may hold the key to stemming
the tide of school suspensions.
Additionally, the forum will explore
how decisions made by eight graders
in selecting diploma pathways may
prevent them from attending four-year
colleges after high school. The forum
will also review a state law that
provides for personal education plans
for all students who are failing or at
risk of academic failure and analyze
why most qualifying students do not
receive these plans.

This event is free and open to the
public.
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NCCARE is a statewide grassroots
advocacy group working to ensure
that all children in North Carolina
have an opportunity to receive a
sound basic education as mandated
under the state constitution.
Www.nccare.org

Advocates for Children’s Services is
an office of Legal Aid of North Caro-
lina, Inc. that is committed to pro-
tecting the legal rights of children.
www.legalaidnc.org

The UNC Center for Civil Rights is
committed to the advancement of
civil rights and social justice. The
Center's work focuses on education,
economic justice, employment, health
care, housing and community devel-
opment, and voting rights.
www.law.unc.edu/Centers

The North Carolina Justice Center
is the state’s leading progressive pol-
icy advocacy organization, working
to secure opportunity and prosperity
for all North Carolinians. The center
uses research, litigation, policy ad-
vocacy, and community education
and organizing to achieve this goal.
www.ncjustice.org

Judge Manning
Calls for No More
Waiting

For nearly a dozen years, the Lean-
dro lawsuit has moved through North
Carolina’s court system. Twice (most
recently in July 2004), the state Su-
preme Court has declared that all of
the state’s children have a constitu-

tional right to a sound basic educa-
tion. According to Judge Howard
Manning, who has overseen the
drawn-out lawsuit in Superior Court,
time is up and the state must act to
improve the quality of its low-
performing high schools.

In a 17-page letter to state Superin-
tendent June Atkinson and state
Board of Education Chair Howard
Lee, Manning declared that,
“Superintendents and principals have
run out of room and run out of time,”
and instructed education leaders to
crack down on schools. In the letter,
Manning also reiterated that the state
is “legally and ultimately responsi-
ble” for ensuring that the constitu-
tional mandate of a sound basic edu-
cation for all children is met.

Judge Manning calls for the removal
of principals in schools where pass-
ing rates on state tests remain at 55
percent or less for five consecutive
years, including the current school
year. In addition, the failing high
schools would be required to begin
reform plans modeled after the
small-school approach promoted by
the state's New Schools Project, sup-
ported with a $10 million grant from
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.

In his strongly worded letter, Man-
ning asserts that failure of the state to
step up to the plate and turn around
some 44 chronically low-performing
high schools is unacceptable. Ac-
cording to Manning, “The detriment
is immeasurable in terms of human
costs, quality of life, lost opportunity,
prison cells, and loss of productive,
wage-earning citizens in our state of
North Carolina.”

For the complete text
of Judge Manning’s

letter, click here.

Failing high
schools are
among the nu-
merous impor-
tant issues the
Justice Center
analyzes in its
upcoming re-
port on the
achievement
gap in North
Carolina.
Other key is-
sues include
the suspension
rates among
minority stu-
dents, the lack
of highly qualify
teachers and
administrators,
and concerns
about the avail-
able courses of
study
(pathways) for
high school stu-
dents. Look for
the Justice
Center’s new
achievement
gap report in
April.
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ABOUT THE JUSTICE CENTER

From the Ground Up is a publication of the North Carolina Justice Center, the state’s leading
progressive advocacy organization dedicated to securing opportunity and prosperity for all.
Our four-part strategy of litigation, research, policy advocacy, and community education has
enabled us to improve the lives of millions of North Carolinians. The Justice Center operates a
number of special projects to further its mission and work, including the Education and Law
Project (EDLAW). Over the last decade, EDLAW has created a leadership development pro-
gram for community-based parent leaders, pursued major education litigation related to school
finance and testing, and advocated for changes in state policy and law to promote improved
educational opportunities and outcomes for vulnerable students.

Our work is possible thanks to the support of foundations and individual donors like you.
Please contribute.

CALENDAR

Event: Education Leadership Institute
When: March 4 and 25, April 7 and 8, 2006
Where: Greenleaf Vision of Faith Community Center
2110 North William Street, Goldsboro, NC
Sponsor: NC Justice Center
For additional information: Sheria Reid at 919-856-3192 or sheria@ncjustice.org

Event: Public Forum: Education Rights in NC

When: March 18, 2006, 10:00 am-12:00 pm

Where: OIC Office Bldg., 402 East Virginia Street, Rocky Mount, NC
Sponsor: NCCARE, UNC Center for Civil Rights, Advocates for Children’s
Services, and NC Justice Center

For additional information: Click here

Event: 2006 Legal Services Statewide Conference (NC)

When: March 14-15, 2006

Where: Sheraton Imperial Hotel and Convention Center, 1-40 at Page Rd., Durham
Sponsor: Legal Aid of North Carolina

For additional information: Click here

Event: Do You Have What You Need In Your Toolbox?

When: April 2-4, 2006

Where: Embassy Suites, Greensboro, NC

Sponsors: Children and Family Services Association-NC

For additional information: Kathy Dobbs 919-828-1864 or kdobbs@cfsa-nc.org

Event: Inequality Matters: How Growing Economic Divisions Threaten America
and North Carolina

When: Wednesday, March 22, 1:30-4:00 pm

Where: NC Museum of History, 5 E. Edenton St., Daniels Auditorium

Sponsor: North Carolina Justice Center

For additional information: Click here


http://www.ncjustice.org
http://www.nccare.org
http://www.ncforum.org
http://www.ncpublicschools.org
http://www.nclb.gov
http://www.ncjustice.org
http://www.ncjustice.org/donate/index.php
mailto:sheria@ncjustice.org
http://www.ncjustice.org/event/details.php?eid=10
http://www.legalaidnc.org/2006LegalServicesStatewideConference/default.htm
mailto:kdobbs@cfsa-nc.org
http://www.ncjustice.org/headlines/details.php?id=661
http://www.ncjustice.org

