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The House vs. The Senate: Which Budget Will
Benefit Disadvantaged Students?

-- Marian Wright-Edelman

The record hig h temperatures pale in comparison to the
heated exchange between the House and Senate as they
debate the state biennial budget. Education advocates
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Faith P. Leach, At first glance the Senate budget appears to be the better
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pro posal for students in the state, e specially since it appears
to increase ed ucation spending. However , a closer analysis
reveals that most of th e increase goes towards the  university
system at the expense of both the public education and
community college system .

With the current crisis in public education, such as lagging
test scores, increasing dropout rate, and overcrowding
schools; does it make sense for the state to funnel more
money into the university system?

Moreover, the S enate budget allocates only half as much
money as the House for the Disadvantaged Student

Supple mental Fund (DSSF), zero dollars for dropout
prevention programs and 50% fewer 8  t grade literacy
coaches.
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Special
Recognition:

Kevin Howell &
Eulada P. Watt for
being named to the
North Carolina State
Board of Education.
Watt and Howell are
both extraordinary
leaders with
impressive records as
advocates for
disadvantaged
children. Click here to
read the Go

press release on their
appointment.

Useful Links

NC Justice Center
www.ncjustice.org

North Carolina
Community Advocates
for Revitalizing
Education (NCCARE)

www.nccare.org

Now the House and Senate have begun the daunting task

of creating a budget package
education priorities for the next  two years. Thus far the two
chambers appear to be waiting for a final agreement on
Medicaid relief for counties before making any final budget
decisions. The deadline for submitting the final budget that

to Governor Easley for approval is July 1, butits  likely that
there will be a continuing resolution passed to keep the
current state operating budget until the final budget is

passed.

You Can Influence the Budget by:

Calling and/or emailing the co  -chairs of the conference
committee and asking them to d o the following:

* Allocate $20 million to the Disadvantaged Student
Supplemental Fund (DSSF)

* Allocate $7 million in drop out prevention grants

* Provide funds for at least 60 middle -grade literacy
coaches

* Provide additional funding  for teacher assistants

Click here to find out the names of House and Senate

members working on the budget. You may also click here

to send a pre -written email to your legislator, asking them to
support the budget items above.

See the chart below for a brief comparison between the

House and Se nate Budget. For a more in -depth analysis visit

our website at www.ncjustice.org

Public School Fund House Senate
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At-Risk Student Services 300,000

Disadvantaged Student
Supplemental Fund (DSSF) 20,000,000 | 10,000,000

Drop out Prevention Grants

7,000,000 0
Middle -School Literacy
Coaches 3,420,440 1,710,220
Low Wealth Suppl emental
Fund 0 3,083,372
Teacher Assistants 0

Freezes funds
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Small County Supplemental
Fund 1,000,000 2,100,000

State Tells HS Senior

Citingtheneed t o make North Carolina
globally competitive, the NC State Board of Education

instituted new graduation requirements starting with the

2009-10 entering freshman class. The major change is an
additional unit of math that ultimately places al | high school
students on thlandadcalrlaede 0

The new graduation requirements are:

4 Units of Math (Algebra, Algebra Il)
4 Units of English

3 Units of Social Studies

3 units of Science

1 unit of Physical Education / Health
6 units of Electives

(Two electives must be any combination of
career/technical education, arts, or second language

Proponents of public education argue that the new
requirements will fail to meet the intended purpose if more
money is not allocated to public education. Increas ed
requirements call for increased funding.

Five Year Olds Only

Starting in the 2009 -2010 school year a child must be five
years old on or before August 31 to enter kindergarten in

Nor t h Casmpublic schald. Some 15,000 who may have
to wait another year before starting school will be affected

by the new law. Critics believe the law will most adversely
affect low income students who benefit the most from any
additional academic exposure. Advo cates claim this is a
means to reduce the dropout rate among at risk students.

The bill will go to Governor Mike Easley who plans to sign it
into law.

There are a number of education bills that have passed the House ¢
are waiting to be heard by the $¢@ Education Committee. Two bills
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paramount importance to students and parents-8el739andHB 12.
Both bills protect the rights of students who have been suspended &
as those at risk of being suspended. Help us protect the right of all
children to a sound basic education by contacting the Senate educe
committee encouraging them to pass the following bills:

Take Action - Call The Senate Education
Committee and Ask Them to Support the Following
Bills

HB 1739 Parental Notice of School Spension
Primary Sponsor: Representative Glazier

An act to allow students placed on shigrm suspensions to take their
textbooks home for the duration of the skerim suspension and to ha
access to homework assignments and8uee thaparents regive
actual mtice of astudent's expulsion or suspension frazhaol.

HB 12 Protection for Students Ineligible for Special Education
Primary Sponsor: Representative Glazier

Students with special needs who have not been identified and do r
receive spcial education services are disciplined without considering
the studentsdé disabilities for
provide additional protections in the disciplinary process for student:

e You can a view a bill in its entirety atww.ncleg.netby typing
in the bill number or key words. If you have additional questic
please contact the bill sponsorkamick Dixon of the EDLAW
staff, knick@ncjustice.org

Join NCCARE

North Carolina Community Advocates for Revitalizing Education
(NCCARE) is a statewide grassroots advocacy group working to en
that all chitren in North Carolina have an opportunity to receive a
sound basic education as mandated under our state constitution. Pl
visit their websitewww.nccare.organd sign up to become amber
today!




