Close the Coverage Gap as an Emergency Response to the Health and Economic
Disaster from coronavirus COVID-19

March 19, 2020

Governor Roy Cooper Senate President Pro Tempore Phil Berger House Speaker Tim Moore
20301 Mail Center 16 W. Jones Street, Rm. 2007 16 W. Jones Street, Rm 2304
Raleigh, NC 27699 Raleigh, NC 27601 Raleigh, NC 27601

Dear Governor Roy Cooper, Senate President Pro Tempore Phil Berger, House Speaker Tim Moore:

In the face of a pandemic and state of emergency caused by the rapid spread of coronavirus COVID-19, the 158
undersigned organizations, business leaders and associations urge you to close the coverage gap and increase
access to medical insurance in the interest of the health, safety and economic well-being of all North
Carolinians.

Many of our state’s uninsured are in public-facing jobs such as childcare workers, nursing homes aides, cashiers,
farmers, restaurant employees, and those in other hospitality industries. Not only are these workers at a
heightened risk of infection due to a high-contact environment, but their risk of unintentionally transmitting the
virus to others is high as they are uninsured and unable to access critical care and treatment that addresses
complications and symptoms if infected.

All North Carolinians are at a high risk of infection, serious health complications and even fatalities because so
many of our neighbors are uninsured. Expanding health insurance would help not only these individuals but
have a positive ripple effect for families, communities, and our entire state.

Increasing access to health insurance is essential to ensuring that our hospitals and community health centers
aren’t overwhelmed during this crisis. With coverage, North Carolinians can access treatment to contain and
mitigate the effects from the virus. Affordable health insurance coverage is a foundational component of a
robust healthcare system. Closing the gap would allow more than 500,000 people to access lifesaving coverage.

Coronavirus COVID-19 is unlike any outbreak we have ever seen. This is an unprecedented public health and

economic crisis. As an emergency response to the public health threat facing our state, we urge you to come
together to close the coverage gap in an effort to mitigate some of the health and economic harms that have
already come and the future ones that will follow.

Sincerely,

A Better Chance A Better Community American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network
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American Civil Liberties Union of N.C. Appalachian Mountain Community Health Centers
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BluePrint NC
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Carolina Abortion Fund

Carolina Jews for Justice
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Child Care Services Association
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Coalition for Healthcare of North Carolina
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Rebecca Garland, Graham County Manager
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Healthcare For All, Y'all

Health Care Justice--NC
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Marks Family Care
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NC Coalition Against Sexual Assault

NC Coalition on Aging

NC Community Health Center Association
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New Birth Community AME Church

New Covenant AME Church

New Hanover County Resiliency Task Force
New Hope Collaborative

NicholsonPham Law

North Carolina Alliance for Health
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North Carolina Business Council



North Carolina Center for Nonprofits

N.C. Conference of the United Methodist Church
North Carolina Harm Reduction Coalition

North Carolina Institute of Medicine

North Carolina Justice Center

North Carolina Stroke Advisory Council

North Carolina Urban Survivor's Union

North Carolina Women United

Opportunities Industrialization Center, Inc. of Rocky Mount
Orange County Rape Crisis

Partners in Development

Partnership for Children of Wayne County
Partners Behavioral Health Management

Sophia Paulos, Director of Economic Development of
Graham County

Piedmont Health Services

Pisgah Legal Services

Planned Parenthood South Atlantic

Politica NC

Western District of the Western N.C. AME Conference
Ready for School, Ready for Life

Renovating Lives, Inc.

Residence Development Company

Robeson County Partnership for Children
Rockingham County Partnership for Children

Rural Advancement Foundation International-USA
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SEEDS of Healing, Inc.
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St. James AME Church - Sanford
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Western North Carolina Aids Project
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Witness for Peace SE
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Zion Campbell AMEC



