Updated April 14, 2021

The COVID-19 Vaccine & North Carolina’s Justice-Involved Population

We are advocating for all incarcerated people to have access to the COVID-19 vaccine,
knowing the high risk of exposure to COVID-19 in prison and jails.

We also recognize the anxiety and stress that people may face when deciding whether to get
the vaccine. The history and reality of unethical medical testing of Black and brown people,
particularly those who are incarcerated, leads many to not trust the vaccine. In light of these
concerns, we intend to provide accurate, up to date information about the vaccine.

Facts on the COVID-19 Vaccine
and North Carolina’s Incarcerated
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24% of prison staff have been vaccinated

20% of incarcerated people have been vaccinated
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65% of incarcerated people have expressed interest in
getting the vaccine, as reported through internal surveys>

All adults in North Carolina are eligible for the vaccine
as of April 7
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NCDPS reports that information about the vaccine
is being made available in facilities’
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COVID-19 vaccine basics

Vaccines teach the immune system how to recognize and fight off a
specific virus. The COVID-19 vaccines prevent vaccinated people from
getting sick with COVID-19.

Vaccines are not used to treat people who are currently infected
with COVID-19. People who have had COVID-19 previously, but are
not currently infected, should still get the vaccine.

There are currently three vaccines available in the United States:
- The Johnson & Johnson vaccine requires only one dose

- The Pfizer vaccine requires two doses, three weeks apart

- The Moderna vaccine requires two doses, four weeks apart

The COVID-19 vaccine is safe and effective

The vaccine is given as a shot in the upper arm.

The vaccines are 95% effective at preventing illness due to COVID-19.

There is no mandatory vaccination requirement from either the
state or federal government.

Both vaccines were found to be safe and effective in tens of
thousands of adults (including Black and Latinx people) who
participated in high-quality research. The vaccines have now been
administered to millions of people and have a strong record of safety.

No ID or social security number is necessary. You may be asked for
your social security number, but you are not required to provide it.

Vaccine providers may share personal health information with law
enforcement in custody of an individual under certain circumstances:

Vaccine providers may not share any personal information about you
with ICE for immigration enforcement.

* See US Department of Health and Human Resources COVID-19 and HIPAA: Disclosures to law enforcement, paramedics, other first
responders and public health authorities https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/covid-19-hipaa-and-first-responders-508.pdf




